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3100 Ways to Fly MorE

W
hether you’re an experienced pilot or a new pilot, 
the hard work of getting through your training and 
receiving the licence to fly is something that should 

not be taken lightly. 
Too many pilots fall at the next hurdle, however, letting 

obstacles get in the way of building on that achievement and 
keeping their wings in regular use. 

I am not writing this as a pilot who managed to escape 
this hurdle, but as one who fell into the trap and didn’t make 
the most of being able to fly. Tempted to give it all up, I found 
it hard to fund flying more regularly than once per month, 
and when I did I ended up flying a well-worn trip around 
the local area as I had many times previously. My confidence 
to try new things or go places was low until I decided to do 
something about it. I’ve now managed to vastly increase my 
experience and the number of hours flown and, hopefully, 
become a better pilot as a result.

This book is written to encourage anyone with a 
private pilot’s licence to get out there and find ways to 
fly more, and get more out of flying, through a hundred 
actionable tips. They are tips that I have put to use to get 
out of my own lack of flying, enabling me to enjoy the 
hobby so much more.

Split into themed sections, the 100 tips are aimed 
at pilots of all kinds of experience, from those who have 
just received their licence to those who have hundreds or 
thousands of hours of experience but are perhaps looking 
for a new challenge, or a way to keep up with it.

The tips are also there to encourage you to enhance your 
flying skills and gain valuable experience which you can 
only get from real-life flying, and which encourage safety to 
be upheld as a priority.

Regardless of your flying experience, I hope there will 
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4 100 Ways to Fly MorE

be something in this book to encourage you to find ways 
to fly more and enjoy the wonders of controlling a complex 
machine high in the sky, enjoying the views and the places 
it will take you.

I’d like to thank all of those who have encouraged me in 
my flying over the years.

Matt Falcus
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t
he high of gaining your PPL is often followed by a sense 
of bewilderment. What do I do now? Where should I 
go? Can I just go and fly? 

After the painful wait for your licence to arrive, which is 
a useful tool to prove you’re not telling lies about becoming 
a pilot, the next steps often follow one of two paths…

First, new pilots often continue with what they know, 
hiring an aircraft from the club they had lessons with, and 
flying in the local area.

Second, pilots tend to drop away, not knowing how to 
advance further. 

The tips in this section are aimed at brand new pilots 
looking for a bit of inspiration about what to do next and 
how to handle the responsibilities placed upon them.

1 FlyinG is your rEsponsibility
Whatever country you have learned to fly in, your new 
private pilot’s licence comes with a range of requirements 
which are vital for you to keep on top of. These range from 
expiry dates of your licence to your pilot medical. If your 
local airport issues you an airside pass, it also may come 
with an expiry. And if you hire aircraft from a flying club, 
chances are they only consider you current if you’ve flown 
in the past month.  

As a priority for being able to fly at all, you need to take 
responsibility for everything that comes with it. Make a plan 
to prepare in advance for expiries and know when you’ll 
need to take biennial flight reviews, when your medical 
expires, and how long it has been since you last flew, so that 
you avoid disappointment.

2 saFEty is your rEsponsibility
If you’re struggling for inspiration on where to fly or what 
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to do once airborne, consider taking a refresher in an aspect 
of flying safely. 

No pilot likes to think about having an in-flight 
emergency, but the reality is it can happen at any time to 
any pilot, no matter what their experience. So we all need to 
be familiar with how to deal with these situations. 

Pick one situation at a time, or pick the one that you feel 
least confident in, and either take a flight with an instructor 
to safely practice the procedure, or walk yourself through 
the steps. 

You should take time to do this regularly (your biennial 
flight review is a good opportunity) so that the response to 
any emergency becomes second nature to you. It may save 
your life.

3 try a diFFErEnt aircraFt typE
Did you go through your whole training flying the same 
aircraft or aircraft type? After so many hours flying in this 
familiar machine, it can become comfortable to carry on 
taking it up every time you fly. However, part of the fun 
in being a pilot is in trying out different aircraft, and it is a 
useful step to take for a new pilot to challenge you a little.

New aircraft types need not be too taxing. For example, 
if you learned to fly in a Cessna 152, why not try a four-seat 
172? Or a low-wing Piper type. These are fairly common at 
most airfields, and the differences are not too great. They 
can be covered with you in an hour or two by an instructor. 

The benefits could see you now able to take more 
passengers flying, or being able to fly further.

Some aircraft types are a bit more complex, with 
different styles of control column or more advanced cockpit 
layouts. However, none are beyond your reach or capabilities 
now that you can fly. 
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4 spEnd soME tiME FlyinG alonE
A lot of the fun of being able to fly is in taking people for a 
thrilling trip. Yet an important early step for any new pilot 
in gaining confidence and experience is to spend some time 
flying alone. 

You will have done some of this whilst learning to fly, 
but you always had an instructor to call on as a backup and 
to help you plan your flying. Now, you are the pilot and 
the one responsible for planning your flights, ensuring the 
aircraft is safe to fly, and checking the weather is within 
limits. 

Doing this repeatedly will give you confidence as a pilot, 
and will help you to make decisions for yourself in the air. 
You will start to form your own personal limits for flying.

5 pick soME placEs you Want to Go or sEE
Now that you don’t have the restrictions of flying lesson 
requirements, you truly have the freedom to go and fly 
where you please. Many new pilots will fall into the trap of 
sticking within their comfort zones and flying in the local 
training area, or to an airfield that you’ve been to before. 
This can soon become boring, and many fall away from 
flying as a result.

Therefore, as an early experiment to keep you flying 
more, make a list of the places you want to go and the places 
you want to see from the air as an inspiration for pushing 
yourself further.

When I gained my licence I decided I wanted to try 
out some photography of landmarks and towns in my part 
of the world, so I set about planning routes that would 
take in these attractions. People loved to see the pictures 
back home, which gave me an extra buzz to go out and do 
more.
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6 connEct With and lEarn FroM othEr 
FlyErs 
Flying is a very popular hobby the world over, and you are 
now a part of this global community. You may have made 
some friends among the people at your flying club, but 
there are thousands more out there to connect with and 
learn from.

Popular online communities on Facebook and web 
forums are a place where pilots and students post questions, 
ask advice, show off photos from their latest trip, or even 
their new aircraft and equipment purchases. This is the 
perfect way to gain knowledge and tips on how other pilots 
just like you are spending their time.

Most members are eager to help out new pilots and 
offer advice and encouragement, and you may even find 
yourself invited to a fly-in or to tag along as a second pilot 
on a trip.

Circling over Durham Cathedral. Aerial sightseeing is 
a great reason to pick new routes to fly.
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7 sEt yoursElF soME FlyinG tarGEts 
A common factor in pilots not getting airborne as often 
as they had hoped is in restrictions on time and finances. 
It’s important to be realistic about what you’ll be able to 
achieve, and to ask yourself what you want to do with your 
pilot’s licence. 

Are you working towards a career as a pilot? Are you 
hoping to become an instructor? Or, like most people, do 
you just want to do this for fun?

Once you’ve decided this, think about your finances and 
how much money and time you can commit to pursuing 
flying without it becoming a burden.

With all of this in mind, make a plan for how many 
hours you’re going to fly this year; what extra ratings you 
want to train for; which airfields you want to fly to. Budget 
for these and plan ahead, and you’ll make sure you fly more 
this year.

8 hanG around thE FlyinG club and pick 
up idEas
Chances are that on a rainy or windy day you won’t be the 
only one moping around the airfield, eagerly refreshing the 
weather forecast. If you fly from a club there will probably be 
other pilots and instructors hanging around with nowhere 
to go too. 

Grab a coffee and have a conversation about your latest 
flying, and pick the brains of others who may have flown to 
an interesting place, or even had an emergency to deal with 
lately. It can be great for new pilots to have this inspiration, 
or to get some refresher tips, and you may even find a buddy 
for a future flight.




